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and adult, we need not accept a negative attitude. On the contrary
the very fact of recognizing the difference between the personality
of the young child and that of the adult assures a more accurate
interpretation of the child's actions. Ignoring the gulf between the
two worlds led to the greatest misinterpretations of the child's ex-
pression and activities. Understanding the child in his own terms
will form the basis for a mutual understanding, reducing the predis-
position to a later neurosis and the struggle between generations,
since the faults of yesterday become the dangers of today.
APPROACHES TO THE PERSONALITY OF THE PRESCHOOL CHILD
BY EXPERIMENTAL DEPTH PSYCHOLOGY
The material of experimental depth psychology consists of the
so-called expressive movements, since an individual's personality be-
comes manifest in the way he expresses himself. There are three
basic forms of such an expression: (1) The expression of thought;
(2) the expression of action; and (3) the expression of movement.
In our experiments with adults, thought processes were studied by
investigating the structure of associations which could be classified
into certain types. Thought processes were further investigated in
relation to memory. Our thinking depends on material which is con-
served by means of memory. But the functioning of memory is not
like that of a recording machine, registering all items received;
memory is a selective process and the selection depends on dynamic
factors, such as interest and emotion. Experiments indicated that
interest increases memorizing faculties and that emotions may pre-
vent items from being consciously remembered. The expression of
action was studied by behavioral observations; by taking a movie
while the subject accomplished a task; and by tests in which a per-
son has to decide which of two proposed actions he would follow*
The expression of movement was investigated by comparing judg-
ments of neutral observers with the judgment of a person about Ms
own movements and the movements of others. All these methods
were applied to adults.<615)
When experimental depth psychology next attempted to investi-
gate the personality of the young child the three basic forms of
expression mentioned had to be studied under new conditions, be-
cause young children cannot be brought under the same experimen-
tal conditions as adults. The expression of thought in young chil-
dren was not only studied by the method of stimulus and reaction,
but we also used the spontaneous manifestations of the children.